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1273 November 19, 1897 

CUBA. 

Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

November 8 : The United States consul at Cardenas reports that dur- 
ing the week ended November 6 there were in that city no deaths from 
yellow fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

November 8 : The United States consul at Cienfuegos reports that dur- 
ing the week ended November 7 there were in that city no deaths from 
yellow fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

November 13 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 
that during the two weeks ended November 11 there were in that city 25 
deaths from yellow fever and 3 deaths from smallpox. 

November 5 : The United States consul at Manzanillo reports that 
during the two weeks ended October 31 there were in that city 5 deaths 
from yellow fever. 

November 13 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 
that during the week ended November 11 there were in the city of 
Eegla 19 deaths from yellow fever. 

November 8: The United States consul at Sagua la Grande reports that 
during the week ended November 6 there were in that city 45 cases and 
1 death from yellow fever and 41 cases and 3 deaths from smallpox. 

November 6: The United States sanitary inspector at Santiago 
reports that during the week ended November 6 there was in that city 1 
death from yellow fever. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, November IS, 1897. 

Sir: In the absence of Sanitary Inspector D. M. Burgess, who is 
again sick, I have the honor to transmit the following report for the 
week ended Thursday, November 11, 1897 : 

The work of the Service, both in the office and on the harbor, has 
steadily increased. 

Parents are now endeavoring to send their children to Tampa and 
Key West as soon as the summer regulations are abandoned by the State 
board of health of Florida. This change, it is said, although I have 
no official information to that effect, will take place on December 1st. 

The increased work in the harbor is caused, in a great measure, by 
the fleet of vessels engaged in bringing cattle from Central America, 
Mexico, and the United States to this port. Incidentally it may be 
stated that the importation of cattle since the beginning of October has 
saved many lives in this city, although the supply does not meet the 
demand. There are now six vessels regularly engaged in this trade 
between ports in Florida and Habana ; all but one of these vessels 
receive their cattle at Punta Eossa and clear at Key West. Some of 
these vessels — the majority — anchor in the open bay, while two of them 
have gone to wharves at Eegla, and even on the Habana side of the 
harbor. The crews of nearly all these vessels are supposed to be immune 
to yellow fever, but the statements regarding their immunity are hardly 
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creditable, and I send one, or a copy of one, taken from one of the 
crew of the Colombian steamer Solidad. 

The rainy season is practically over, although some heavy rainfalls 
occur occasionally. The mortality of the city shows a fair decrease 
against that of several preceding weeks, yet the death rate remains 
abnormally high. The importation of cattle has had a great deal to do 
with the reduction of the death rate. I transmit a table showing the 
mortality of this port for the week. 

Very respectfully, "W. P. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 

Mortality of the city of Habana and the town of Begla for the week ending Thursday, Novem- 
ber 11, 1897. 





Habana. 


Regala. 


Total. 




14 

24 

12 

27 

1 

1 

19 

69 

30 

8 

7 

8 

11 

59 

400 


19 
4 
3 
4 


2 
11 
21 
6 



1 

9 
88 


33 








15 




31 




1 




1 




21 




80 




51 




14 




7 




g 


















Annual ratio per 1,000 






104 











[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Executive Office, State Board of Health, 

Key West, Fla., November 5, 1897. 
This is to certify that John Blisson, cattleman, and Rufus Turner, fireman, are 
immune of yellow fever by acclimation. 

C. Sweeting, M. D., 
Port Sanitary Inspector. 
These men have lived in Key West all their lives. 

Sanitary report from Santiago. 

Santiago de Cuba, November 6, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the sani- 
tary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended November 6 : 

Seventy deaths have been reported for this period. Of these, 1 was 
from yellow fever, 5 from dysentery, 10 from tuberculosis, 6 from per- 
nicious, and 8 from remittent fever, 2 from typhoid, and 16 from enteri- 
tis ; the rest from noncontagious diseases. 

The sudden changes of temperature experienced during the last few 
days, combined with the dampness resulting from heavy rains, have 
developed a great many cases of diseases of the respiratory organs ; 
pneumonia and bronchitis being very common. Malarial fevers are 
prevalent, and diarrhea has very much increased. Consumption, also, 



